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In discussing the guilt question a twofold mistake is easily made in Germany. In the first place political circumstances are construed in too logical a manner. Many persons seek to prove from a multitude of various symptoms that the world-war could not have been arrested in view of the enemy's malevolence. I consider this view to be wrong. There can indeed be no doubt about the malevolent intention of England, France, and many Russians to smash our Empire. But we ought to have taken all the more care not to have given them an opportunity of carrying it out. As I said in 1904, every opportunity by which we offered the enemy a pretext for war was to be scrupti-lously avoided because we were not lthen equal to England in war, and consequently, could not save our extensive foreign trade. The severing of this artery also became an essential reason for our losing the war in 1918. Things would have been just the same in 1904; above all we could not protect our trade and our existence by a victory over France alone. So long as things stood like this, it was madness to give the enemy pretexts for war. So long as the policy of encirclement persisted, there was actually only one way for us: to build a good fleet, to seek support, and to avoid friction.
If we could have succeeded in allaying the crisis in 1914, and if only we had been given two more years for the growth of our fleet, then, as I must repeat,